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SAN ONOFRE 
DECOMMISSIONING UPDATE

APRIL 
2020

QUARTERLY REPORT

First, I want you to know our thoughts are with the
individuals and families who have been affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic. The safety and well-being of our
employees and the public remain our top priority.

In our initial Notice of Deconstruction, we outlined
some of the work scheduled to begin at the plant.
Obviously a lot has changed since then because of the
pandemic, requiring some of us to work from home
and adjust the way we conduct our operations to
ensure the health and safety of our employees and
their families.

Last month we announced a curtailment of
deconstruction activities until we were certain some
work could resume under our SONGS-specific
pandemic protocol that were aligned with 
Gov. Newsom’s COVID-19 directives. We continue to 
evaluate the work being done on site while remaining 
flexible in our response to changing conditions.

I also want to briefly mention the partially treated
wastewater release from the SONGS sewage 
treatment plant on March 25. As of this writing we are
still working to identify the cause of a large influx 
of water into the plant. The San Diego County 
Department of Environmental Health assessed 
the environmental impact of the discharge as low, 
requiring no beach closure or action by the public. 
While there was no way to anticipate this release, the 
team responded by isolating the system, making the 
proper agency notifications, and launching a thorough 
review of the event. We are currently taking the 
appropriate responsive corrective actions to prevent 
reoccurrence.

This is the first of our quarterly reports to keep you 
informed. Thank you for your interest in SONGS.

Doug Bauder
Vice President and Chief Nuclear Officer
San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station
Southern California Edison

SONGS Decommissioning 
Solutions
The SONGS Decommissioning Solutions (SDS) 
Environmental team is responsible for ensuring 
compliance with the regulatory requirements 
of decommissioning. That includes the 
environmental mitigation measures and permit 
conditions set forth by the California State Lands 
Commission and California Coastal Commission. 
SDS Environmental supports and oversees work 
activities to minimize impacts to wildlife and 
habitats, continue safe beach access, and provide 
stormwater runoff protection and spill prevention. 
They accomplish this through natural resource 
monitoring, use of low emission equipment, and 
conducting educational training for employees. 
Throughout decommissioning, the environmental 
team will engage with the regulatory agencies 
during inspections and document compliance 
through regular reporting to the agencies.

In late February, the SDS Environmental 
team performs paleontological resources 
monitoring during work associated with rail spur 
modifications. 



N

DECONSTRUCTION 
ACTIVITY
All deconstruction activity will take place at the 
San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station 

WORK 
ACTIVITY

WORK 
PERFORMED

Q1 2020

WORK AHEAD
Q2 2020

North and East 
plant site area 
parking lots (A)

Continued to 
mobilize and 
stage materials 
and equipment

Temporary trailer 
delivery to parking lots

Railroad spur 
area (B)

Modified rail 
spur to support 
transport of 
Unit 1 Reactor 
Pressure Vessel 
shipment

Rerouting of beach 
access routes due to 
limited roadway width. 
A temporary signal 
system will be installed.

Expect limited delays 
in May

Units 2 & 3 
Containment 
Buildings 
(the domes) 
and nearby 
buildings  (C)

Began asbestos 
clean-up and 
abatement

Continue asbestos 
clean-up and 
abatement

Begin containment 
preparations for 
installation of 
dismantling equipment 
to support component 
removal

Site-wide
Began initial site 
characterization 
work

Initial site 
characterization work, 
expected completion 
in 2022

In addition to those activities listed above, material 
deliveries and waste shipments will continue 

throughout the deconstruction period.

Schedule is subject to change

To contact our Deconstruction Liaison, 
call 800-681-6868 or email us at 

SONGSdecomm@sce.com 


