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SAN ONOFRE 
DECOMMISSIONING UPDATE

JUNE  
2022

Our first core principle in the decommissioning of SONGS is 
safety. 

During this quarter a worker suffered a shoulder injury that 
required hospitalization. I’m pleased to report the worker is 
recovering from those injuries. 

After this event, we paused related work on the site and 
began a learning process to understand exactly what 
happened and why. Though work has ramped back up, a 
deeper evaluation of overall site safety is continuing. Some of 
the interim actions put in place to allow work to proceed will 
become permanent, such as enhanced supervisory oversight. 

Vince Lombardi, the great football coach of the Green Bay 
Packers once said, “Perfection is not attainable, but if we 
chase perfection, we can catch excellence.” Excellence 
in safety, environmental stewardship and engaging with 
the community is what we are after throughout this 
decommissioning of SONGS. 

This was a busy quarter for us. We transferred two canisters 
of Greater-Than-Class-C waste to our dry storage facility. We 
will transfer 10 more before that project is done. Work on the 
Unit 3 turbine building is progressing, as is the work in the 
containment domes. 

We welcomed U.S. Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm to 
the site to talk about relocating the spent nuclear fuel stored 
at SONGS. We cannot fully decommission the site and return 
it to the U.S. Navy until the fuel is gone, so we welcome her 
engagement (and yours) on this important issue. 

As always, I encourage you to visit our website,  
www.SONGScommunity.com, and reach out to us with any 
questions you may have.

Doug Bauder
Vice President and Chief Nuclear Officer
San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station
Southern California Edison

DEMOLITION MEANS 
PROGRESS
Work continues with SONGS decontamination and 
dismantlement.  

Activities begun in 2020 are well underway 
and moving quickly with half of the buildings 
demolished. Preparation is key prior to demolition. 
Inspections; asbestos abatement; shutting off 
(isolating) utilities such as water, sewer, gas, and 
electricity and removal of universal waste and 
other materials all occur before a structure is 
brought down. 

Removing the above-ground buildings and 
structures is part of the overall Decommissioning 
Plan which will meet the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission’s requirements for unrestricted use. 

Progress at SONGS is seen below in the Before 
and After photos highlighting the demolition of 
administrative buildings supporting the plant’s 
turbines. 

For a closer look and to learn more about the 
decommissioning process, be sure to join us 
on a public walking tour. Reserve a spot at 
songscommunity.com/get-involved/request-a-
walking-tour.
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DECONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY

WORK ACTIVITY WORK PERFORMED
Q2 2022

WORK AHEAD
Q3 2022

Parking Lot and 
Material Delivery Areas 
(A)

• Continued material delivery and 
removal

• Continue material delivery and removal
• Install temporary office trailers in Reservoir 

parking lot

Containment Buildings 
(the domes and 
connected buildings) (B)

• Continued hazardous material 
removal

• Continued interior demolition
• Continued reactor segmentation

• Continue hazardous material removal
• Continue interior demolition
• Continue reactor segmentation

Outer Buildings 
(administration and 
other buildings) (C &D)

• Continued construction of rail 
siding and East Road tracks

• Manage material and load railcars
• Install rail scale and switch

Turbine Buildings (E)

• Completed cutting and removing 
upper deck components

• Continued asbestos abatement
• Continued select demolition
• Removed West Road tanks

• Continue asbestos cable removal
• Continue compoment removal and structure 

demolition

Intake/Forebay 
Structure (F)

• Began forebay water removal
• Removed pumps and intake 

components

• Prepare to isolate intake structures from 
ocean

• Complete forebay water removal
• Clean the intake structure and forebay

Site wide
• Continued site assessments and 

monitoring
• Continued waste shipments

• Continue site assessments and monitoring
• Continue waste shipments

Schedule is subject to change. In addition to those activities listed above, material deliveries and 
waste shipments will continue throughout the deconstruction period. 

Components of the Unit 3 turbine (section E on the aerial map) have 
been dismantled and removed from the upper deck. The turbine 
buildings are the next structures to be demolished. 
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